
World Day against Child Labour-2013 

Ensure Entitlements to Children- Say No to Domestic Child Labour 

Report 

The World Day against Child Labour was commemorated on 12th of June 2013 by NCPCR in 

collaboration with the ILO and UNICEF at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. 

Dr. Yogesh Dube, Member, NCPCR gave the welcome address and stressed on the need of having 

a child labour free society wherein the every child is given his/her entitlements and further steps are 

taken to ensure that they are protected and promoted. The practice deprives children of their 

childhood, and is harmful to their physical and mental development. Poverty, lack of good schools 

and growth of informal economy are considered as the important causes of child labour in India. 

There is an increasing practice of using children as domestic workers in urban areas. The 

conditions in which the children work in completely unregulated and they are often made to work 

without food and basic amenities with very low wages resembling situations of slavery. There are 

cases of physical, sexual and emotional abuse of child domestic workers. 

Smt. Krishna Tirath, Hon‟ble Minister for Women & Child Development {Independent Charge}, Govt. 

of India was the Chief Guest at the „World Day against Child Labour‟ organized by National 

Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) in collaboration with International Labour 

Organization (ILO) and United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). The World Day against Child 

Labour this year focusses on children engaged in domestic labour with the theme “Ensure 

Entitlements to Children- Say No to Domestic Child Labour” 

Speaking at the occasion, Smt. Krishna Tirath said that healthy and educated children are the 

foundations of a country and they help in its progress. She said the Resident Welfare Associations, 

Non- Governmental Organisations (NGO), Police and all other Government Departments need to 

work together for support and protection of these children in the country. The Minister urged every 

citizen to be vigilant and ensure that no child below the age of 18 years is part of any economic 

activity. She said this is the time for collective efforts to counter the challenges posed by this social 

malaise of domestic child labour in the country.   

Smt. Krishna Tirath said that the problem of Domestic Child Labour is gigantic and according to 

National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) Report 2009-10 nearly 50 lakh children in the age 

group 5-14 years are engaged in economic activities. This is despite the fact that the Child Labour 



(Prohibition & Regulation) Act prohibits employment of children as domestic workers in eatries, 

restaurants, hotels, motels, tea shops, resorts, spas or other recreational centers.  

Smt. Krishna Tirath said that the Ministry has adopted the convergence model for linking up various 

departments at the District and Block levels to have a multi-pronged approach under the Integrated 

Child Protection Scheme (ICPS). She said that Ministry has also put in place institutional 

mechanism to ensure the security of children particularly in urban context where Domestic Child 

Labour is prevalent. Naming some of these mechanisms like a dedicated CHILDLINE, MIS and 

Child Tracking System, she said that the Ministry has also enacted the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 which is historic and unique as it defines child as a person 

below the age-group of 18 and provides stringent punishment against all types of sexual offences 

and abuses.  

Speaking on the occasion Ms. Kushal Singh, Chairperson, NCPCR highlighted two important 

aspects of child Labour in the country. She said that today need of the hour is to destroy the myth 

that child labour is a necessary evil. Ms. Kushal Singh said Child Labour is an outright evil which 

should not be accepted in any form. The NCPCR Chairperson emphasized that missing or nowhere 

children who were either child labour or potential child labour need to be sent to schools.  

 

On this occasion of World Day against Child Labour various children who fought and came out from 

clutches of child labour were felicitated. 

The highlight of the WDACI-2013 was the testimony of Gangotri Kumari aged 14 years. 

Last year the Delhi Police rescued a 13-year-old girl found locked up inside the house of her 

employers who had left the country on a holiday. The doctor couple in Delhi‟s Dwarka area 

allegedly abused this young girl by keeping her hungry and beat her up for minor mistakes. The girl 

had finally mustered the courage to call out to a neighbour when the couple was away leading to 

her rescue.Now, exactly a year later this young girl, who currently lives in a residential school in 

Jharkhand, spoke about her ordeal in the Capital and how life is now looking up for her at a function 

organized by the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) on the occasion of 

World Day against Child Labour on Wednesday. 

“I cannot forget Delhi and the abuse that I suffered at the hands of the couple. After I was rescued 

and sent back home, my mother just hugged me and cried,” said the girl. 



“She had always wanted me to go to school, get an education and become a teacher. But I wanted 

to help my parents and younger siblings and earn money for the family and that is why I came to 

Delhi through a „tout‟,” she said. 

“Today I want to appeal to all those parents who are pushing their children into labour to stop and 

think. When I was working I would go without food for days and for months after I was rescued 

there were injury marks from the beating I received at the hands of the couple. Today I am in school 

and dream of becoming a science teacher. I know I have a good future ahead if I stay in school and 

do well. Every child should have that right in India,” said the girl. 

Dr. L D Mishra, former Secretary {Labour}, Govt. of India, in his keynote address stressed upon the 

need of the hour that all of us should purge ourselves of all our mind sets and adopt an attitude & 

approach which is totally child friendly and is in the best interest of children. If this opportunity which 

we have converted to a challenge is availed of in right time & right manner we would be able to 

save our succeeding generation. If that generation is saved humanity at large will be saved & the 

world will be a happier place to live in. 

Ms. Nita Chowdhary, Secretary WCD talked about various schemes and initiatives undertaken by 

the Ministry of Women & Child Development. 

Shri V K Tikoo, Ms Dipa Dixit and Ms Nina Nayak, Members, NCPCR along with Senior officers of 

WCD ministry and Mr. Louis- Georges Arsenault, Representative-UNICEF and Ms. Punudda 

Boonpala, Representative, ILO Country Office graced the occasion. 

Chairpersons of various SCPCRs and their officers, Media personal, Senior Government 

Functionaries from various Govt. Departments including Labour, Education, Social Welfare, Police 

etc. were also present on the occasion. Representatives from various Resident Welfare 

Associations also participated in the program.   

In the Joint statement of the NCPCR, International Labour Organization and UNCIEF, Ms Kushal 

Singh called the world‟s attention to the plight of millions of children around the world who are 

exploited as child labour, including in domestic work. “Children in domestic work are especially 

vulnerable to exploitation. Their work is often hidden from the public eye, they are isolated and very 

often, work far away from their home. Children migrating alone and with their families are also at 

increased risks, including child trafficking. Taking advantage of their vulnerability, the children are 

trafficked from their villages in rural/ tribal areas and taken to the metro cities for work. Stories of the 

abuse of children in domestic work are too common,” the statement noted. 



Shri Asheem Srivastav, Member Secretary, NCPCR concluded the program with a Vote of thanks. 

Cultural Programs were also presented by children from NGO‟s Asha Deep Foundation and Chetna 

Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Draft Speech of Smt. Krishna Tirath, Hon’ble Minister (WCD) on the occasion of 
World Day Against Child Labour on 12th June, 2013 at 10.30 AM, Vigyan Bhawan, 
New Delhi.

As we gather here today, there is a sense of relief and achievement for various 

measures we have taken to ensure safety and security of children. A large percentage 

of children are safe and happily engaged in pursuits of their choice. Unfortunately, 

there are still millions of children in India and across the globe who are not so 

fortunate. They are compelled to labour every day to survive and more than half of 

these are exposed to the worst forms of child labour, including domestic labor and 

involvement in armed conflict.

 This year, the focus of the World Day Against Child Labour is on children in 

domestic work. This is an important step to focus attention on the plight of domestic 

child labourers and the action and efforts needed to eliminate it. Even today, large 

numbers of children are engaged in paid or unpaid domestic work in 
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the home of a third party or employer. These children often work far away from their 

families and are particularly vulnerable to exploitation and basic rights and 

entitlements. Invariably hidden from public eye, these innocent lives are unwillingly 

embroiled in the vicious cycle of poverty, survival and exploitation. 

The problem of Domestic Child Labour is gigantic and according to National 

Sample Survey Organisation NSSO report 2009-10 nearly 50 lakh children in the 

age group of 5-14 years are engaged in economic activities. This is despite the fact 

that the Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act, 1986 and its notification of 2006 

prohibits employment of children as domestic workers in eateries, restaurants, hotels, 



motels, tea shops, resorts, spas or other recreational centers. 
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The official statistics for Domestic Child Labour are difficult to obtain since most of 

these children are hidden behind closed doors with little evidence of their age. 

The  Ministry of WCD has adopted a convergence model for linking  various 

departments at the district and block levels to have a multi-pronged approach under 

the Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPCS). Institutional mechanisms have 

also been put in place to ensure the security of children, particularly in urban context 

where Domestic Child Labour is prevalent. These mechanisms include a dedicated 

CHILDLINE, a nationwide emergency helpline for the children in distress, which is 

functional in 255 cities/districts in 30 States / Union Territories through its network 

of 415 partner organisations across the country.  Another conspicuous institutional 

mechanism of the Ministry under ICPS is the MIS and Child Tracking System in 

the country for effective implementation and monitoring of child protection services. 



Eventually it envisages developing a 

: 4 :

comprehensive, integrated, live database for children in difficult circumstances and 

resources available for them. The process of developing a nationwide website for 

tracking missing children and their ultimate rehabilitation and repatriation is in 

process. 

Ministry has also enacted the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act, 2012, which came into force on 14 November 2012.  It is historic 

and unique in the sense it defines child as a person below the age-group of 18 and 

provides all types of sexual offences and abuses like sexual harassment, penetrative 

or non-penetrative sexual abuse, and pornography against children and, unlike 

provisions of IPC, it distinguishes between adult and child victims.
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The robust implementation of Right to Education Act, 2009 entitles children to 

have the right to education enforced as a fundamental right. The role and mandate 

of NCPCR to monitor its successful implementation by involving various stakeholders, 

such as civil society groups, students, teachers, artists, writers, 

government, legislators, judiciary, etc. in building a movement to ensure quality 

elementary education for every child would certainly be a step forward to end child 

labour. 

Further the Ministry has announced the ‘National Policy of Children 2012’, given 

inputs to the Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Amendment Act, 2013, made 

efforts to strengthen the ICDS, expanding  schemes like Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for 

Adolescent Girls (SABLA) and undertaken the implementation of various programmes 

and schemes to address the needs of vulnerable children, particularly the girls, as a 



prevention strategy to stop the children falling prey to domestic work and subjected to 

abuse and exploitation.
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This is time for  collectively efforts to counter the challenges posed by this social 

malaise of domestic child labour. Last but not the least, I urge every one of you to be 

vigilant and ensure that no child below the age of 18 years is part of any economic 

activities and such perpetuation by any one is brought to the task. 

Thank You



Speech of Ms Kushal Singh, Hon’ble Chairperson, NCPCR on the occasion of World Day against Child 

Labour-2013, 12th June, 2013 at Vigyan Bhawan 

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights, the ILO and the UNICEF have prepared a Joint 

Declaration on the occasion of World Day against Child Labour-2013 which I will be presenting to you 

shortly. As most of the concerns relating to the child labour have been covered in the Joint Declaration, I 

do not want to waste the valuable time of this gathering in repeating the same issues. I would instead 

like to draw your attention to two important aspects of child labour. 

Child Labour is the practice of engaging children in economic activity on a part time or full time basis. 

The employment of children has been tolerated and accepted for a long time under the mistaken belief 

that a working child adds to the resources of a poor family and helps to sustain them. The fact, however, 

remains that the child labour actually perpetuates poverty. It does not help to remove it. The children 

who go to work are deprived of education and the opportunity to improve their skills and qualification. 

A child labourer grows into an unskilled worker with little or no opportunity of enhancing his earning 

capacity. As a result, the vicious cycle of poverty remains and is passed down from generation to 

generation. The need of the hour is to destroy the myth that child labour is necessary evil in poverty- 

ridden circumstances. Child labour is not a necessary evil. It is an outright evil. It is evil to deprive a child 

of its inherent right to education and development and should not be accepted and tolerated in any 

form. 

The second issue that I would like to highlight is the issue of what is often called the “missing” or the 

“nowhere children”.  As per the census of 2001 {the figures of the latest census are not available} there 

were 12.66 million child labourers in this country. The number of children not going to school was 

reported as 85 million. The children who are not going to work and who are not going to school are the 

ones which the census does not cover- they are nowhere or the missing children. Obviously, such 

children are not idle and are involved in some form of work either at home or outside the home. These 

children are doing work, whether paid or unpaid. We in the NCPCR have consistently held that all 

children who are out of school have to be treated as child labour or as potential child labour. The rights 

of a child are interlinked and by linking child labour with out of school children, the task of elimination of 

child labour and universalization of education becomes synonymous. One cannot be achieved without 

the other. 

I thank you all for the patient hearing and would request that you may now join me in endorsing the 

Joint Declaration prepared by NCPCR, ILO and UNICEF. 

  















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 




